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Chairs. Neat people. Ugliness. War. Over six decades of intrepid reporting and elegant essays,
Andy Rooney has proven a shrewd cultural analyst unafraid to question the sometimes
ridiculous, often surprising facts of our lives. Rooney’s great gift is telling it straight, without a hint
of sugar coating, but with more than a grain of truth and humor. His take on America? "It’s just
amazing how long this country has been going to hell without ever having got there.” On food?
"There’s more dependable mediocrity than there used to be.” Andy Rooney: 60 Years of Wisdom
and Wit brings together the best of more than a half-century of work (including long-out-of-print
pieces from his early years) in an unforgettable celebration of one of America’s funniest men.
Like Mark Twain, Finley Peter Dunne (Mister Dooley) and Will Rogers, Andy Rooney is a classic
chronicler of America, a writer for the ages.

There's much, much more to Kleiber than the myth-making. At least there is now, thanks to
Charles Barber's astonishing new book, Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos
Kleiber. Charles had a unique relationship with Kleiber. As a conducting student at Stanford
University, with dazzling boldness and naivety, he wrote to Kleiber out of the blue and said he
wanted to study with him. The key was Barber's use of humour and irony to attempt to elicit a
response from Kleiber – it worked. Barber never formally became a student of Kleiber's (nobody
ever did), but from 1989 until the maestro's death, he corresponded with the supposedly
unknowable Carlos, and as well as vivid account of Kleiber's life, Barber's book publishes pretty
well the complete letters he received. And they're a revelation. Kleiber proves as virtuosically
funny and self-deprecating as he was incandescent on the podium....Barber's book does more
than any other I know to simultaneously reveal the truth behind the Kleiber myths and to
illuminate the deeper mystery of how his recordings and films continue to have such a talismanic
power. This is a brilliant summary of Kleiber's way of making music. ― The GuardianBarber is
artistic director of City Opera Vancouver, with a longstanding, busy career in California music
life, including contributions to Classical Voice. Corresponding With Carlos: A Biography of Carlos
Kleiber offers unique insights into how Kleiber worked. This biography considers his singular
aesthetic, his playful and often erudite sense of humor, his reputation for perfectionism, his
much-studied baton technique, and the famous concert and opera performances he conducted.
It explores the great conductor’s musical lineage and the contemporary contexts in which he
worked.― San Francisco Classical VoiceOnce the book turns from biographical sketch to lively
correspondence, we get the thrill of reading—hearing—the voice of Carlos Kleiber, and all is
light. ― The Wall Street JournalCharles Barber's book on Carlos Kleiber is fascinating,
remarquable and unexpected....Rich in details....it contains unique jewels as one can appreciate
Kleiber's encyclopedic knowledge....While Charles Barber’s book is comprehensive, it is easy to



read and the author fascination and respect is palpable at every page....This is probably the
musical book of the year. ― ConcertoNet: The Classical Music NetworkCharles Barber’s
Corresponding with Carlos: A Biography of Carlos Kleiber represents an admiring younger
conductor’s efforts, begun during his graduate-student days, to draw out a brilliant but eccentric
and reclusive maestro through multiple layers of correspondence. ― SymphonyNOW‘An artist
par excellence’, and ‘creativity par exellence’ - those are the definitions that come to mind when
one thinks of Carlos Kleiber. Each time he conducted, it seemed that the music was being
created anew that very moment in all its greatness, beauty and freshness. How wonderful that
now we have a book about this genius. Bravo and many heartfelt thanks to Dr. Charles Barber for
his work! -- Evgeny Kissin, pianistHaving heard most of the world's best conductors in the last 35
years, I can safely say that none brought so much passion, energy and exquisite musicality and
beauty to their work as did Carlos Kleiber. La Bohéme and Der Rosenkavalier under his baton at
the Met will remain among my most treasured memories. In this fascinating work Charles Barber
offers a rare glimpse into the enigma that was Carlos Kleiber. -- Valéry Ryvkin, conductorThis is
mainly a book so fascinating that for once the ‘impossible to put down’ cliché is appropriate.
Charles Barber was, in 1989, a young music teacher and conductor who sent a short letter to
Kleiber, and to his amazement received a reply a few days later. He wanted to be Kleiber’s
student, but there could be no question of that. Instead, they became frequent correspondents,
and all of Kleiber’s letters concerning music are published here, with enough of Barber’s to make
the exchanges intelligible….What makes Kleiber’s correspondence with Barber especially
interesting is that Barber regularly sent Kleiber video cassettes of the great conductors, eliciting
a deluge of comments on their style, greatness (or weaknesses), and their music. Kleiber’s
criticism alternates with his commentary on his own slender repertoire and his growing distaste
for conducting….The first 180 pages are devoted to a biographical sketch, with many quotations
from letters: illuminating, but I doubt whether many readers will be able to resist the temptation to
leap ahead to the epistolary section. ― BBC Music MagazineAs a musician and old Kleiber fan,
one cannot resist the temptation to whole-heartedly recommend this book. ― Teatro Colón
MagazineAbout the AuthorCharles Barber is artistic director of City Opera Vancouver. He is the
author of Lost in the Stars: The Forgotten Musical Life of Alexander Siloti (Scarecrow, 2002).
More information can be seen on his website 
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Andy Lee, “A reflection of Andy Rooney at his best: sharp and brutal. Because I grew up with
Andy Rooney, he's a fan favorite of mine. That said, as a Korean-American and marketing
executive, I am not blind to his periodic lapses into the land of non-political correctness.
Ironically, that's what made AR so special--he is cut of the old clothe that has an opinion and is
going to share it, because, by God, it's America, and he has the freedom of speech. His quick
wit, unsparing commentary is the best when it's the honest. As part of a group that was the
recipient of some of his rare comments (minorities in general), I was never blind to his
generation or perspective, and over the years, as the mainstream media and producers tried to
muzzle him to make him what he was not (PC), the edge of the knife dulled.I own several books
on AR, and this is one of my favorites.
  
Andy Rooney: 60 Years of Wisdom and Wit”

SingleEyePhotos, “Very Enjoyable. I origianlly purchased the Kindle edition to pass on to my
grandmother, who is an avid '60 Minutes' fan, but I decided to 'flip through' it myself. Flipping
through soon turned into steady reading! I really was not familar with Andy Rooney except by
name, but I very much enjoyed his writing style and stories. His style is clear, concise, and to the
point. His stories were wide-ranging and almost invaribly very interesting. I did notice that
towards the end, there was some repitition of material, but I suppose that's only to be expected
as the volume is a compilation of 'best of' over the course of 60 years. After reading this book, I
now have a much better appreciation of Andy Rooney's contribution to American writing (both
journalism and TV/broadcasting) and the plain speaking/commonsense thinking that he stands
for. I enjoyed this very much and I know that Gram will love it too when I download it to her
Kindle for her.Highly recommended!”

Dr Mack, “As stated 60 years of Roonet. Typical Andy Rooney ... worth the read and several
years later a re-reread, and so on.  Arrived on time and in great condition - NEW.”

Norma, “Wonderful book!. This compilation of Andy’s writing was one of the most enjoyable
reads I’ve had in a long time.”

binka, “Andy Rooney's book. This is Andy Rooney all the way. Recommend.”

Robert, “Andy's Humor Lives On. When viewing CBS' "60 Minutes" I always looked forward to
the final segment, which was "A Moment With Andy Rooney". He was not only a man of
considerable wit, but also a man with a profound logic to the foibles of the world. He is greatly
missed, but these essays keep his spirit alive.”



C. Lawson, “Great. Excellent book really enjoying it.”

Cheryl A. Farnsworth, “A good read. I've been reading Andy Rooney's essays for many years,
and was happy to see a compilation of his work over his long career. His wit and wisdom bring a
knowing smile to my face, and I enjoyed reading his book. What's also nice about this book is
that you can read an essay or two or more, then put the book down, and pick it back up at your
leisure without missing a beat. I would recommend this book to anyone who likes to read about
the humor in everyday life. Andy Rooney remains a national treasure.”

Ronnie, “Sixty Minutes Icon. No matter what stories were featured, I always looked forward to
Andy Rooney's segment.  The book is truly interesting.”

Hazel H, “Andy Rooney. A MUST READ - his wit and wisdom an absolute joy - this is a book to
read and to dip and delve into in the future too.”

The book by Elizabeth A. H. Green has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 91 people have provided
feedback.
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